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Arkansas

Charter Schools

Applicants for a new public charter school must submit a Letter of Intent and follow the charter
school's application process. If a charter school is approved, the initial approval is granted for a
period of up to five years. At the end of the term, the State Board of Education may renew the
school's contract after the public charter school has followed the renewal process.

There is also a process by which a charter can be amended to add campuses, increase or
decrease enrollment caps, change grade configurations, and/or request or rescind waivers.
Public charter schools are accountable to the State Board of Education to produce positive
academic results and adhere to the charter contract. Charter schools are also responsible for
submitting both a

First Quarter and Fourth Quarter Report

Steps to Start a Charter School

The first step in creating a Charter school is to register as a corporation. This is usually a non-
profit LLC. Register with your state’s Division of Corporations.

If you are planning to operate as a non-profit, you will need to obtain your IRS Non-Profit status
by submitting IRS Form 1023.

In Arkansas, there are two basic types of public charter schools. An open-enrollment charter
school is a public charter school run by a governmental entity, an institution of higher learning,
or a tax-exempt non-sectarian organization. Open enrollment schools can draw students from

across district boundaries.

A district conversion charter school is a public school converted to a public charter school.
Conversion schools can only draw students from within the school district's boundaries.

For more information, please contact:
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https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/Letter_of_Intent__3_2024_20240321084303.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/charter-schools-application-and-renewal-process
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/charter-schools-application-and-renewal-process
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/charter-schools-application-and-renewal-process
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/charter-amendment-requests
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/required-reports-for-public-charter-schools
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/applying-for-tax-exempt-status

Dorie Summons

Director of Charter Schools

Arkansas Department of Education

Division of Elementary & Secondary Education
Office of School Choice & Parent Empowerment
Four Capitol Mall, Box 19

Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: (501) 682-4472

Fax: (501) 683-3433

Email: Dorie.Summons@ade.arkansas.gov

Dustin Wood

State Charter School Director

Division: Elementary and Secondary Education
Office: School Choice and Parent Empowerment
Unit: Education Options

Telephone: (501) 682-4579

Email: Dustin.Wood@ade.arkansas.gov

Application Process

1. Submit a Letter of Intent

2. Follow the charter school's application process.

SAMPLE 2024 Charter School Application Timeline

Event/Deadline Open Date

Letter of Intent March 21, 2024 May 1, 2024

Charter Application

April 1, 2024 June 14, 2024
(Open enrollment /District Conversion)
Charter Applicant Workshop (Optional-as April 11, 16, 25 | May
needed) 2,814
DESE internal technical review and applicant June 17, 2024 July 9, 2024

revision meeting
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mailto:Dorie.Summons@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Dustin.Wood@ade.arkansas.gov
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/Letter_of_Intent__3_2024_20240321084303.pdf
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-school-choice-and-parent-empowerment/charter-schools/charter-schools-application-and-renewal-process

Event/Deadline Open Date

DESE internal capacity review and applicant

L. . June 26, 2024 July 24, 2024
revision meeting
Final Applications Due by 5:00 p.m. August 9, 2024
Charter Authorizing Panel internal review August 15, 2024 September 5, 2024

Charter Authorizing Panel clarifying questions

to the applicant September 10, 2024

Charter Authorizing Panel Hearings September 17, 2024 September 19, 2024

State Board of Education Review October 10, 2024

Statutes and Rules

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-1-404

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1006

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-1004

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-16-163

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-2503

e Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-101 et seq

e Ark. Code Ann. §6-23-106 (a)

e Ark. Code Ann. §6-23-306 (14)(B)(b)(2)

e Ark. Code Ann. §6-24-105

e Ark. Code Ann. §6-24-106

e Ark. Code Ann. §6-24-107

o Ark. Code Ann. 6-20-402(a)(1)(B)

e Ark. Code Ann. 6-23-401(a)(7)

e Ark. Code Ann. 6-23-401(b)

e Ark. Code Ann. 6-23-503

e Ark. Code Ann. 6-41-603
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f95c79e0-9698-47ff-a0a9-158c96f2cc02&nodeid=AAGAABAABAABAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAB%2FAAGAABAAB%2FAAGAABAABAAB%2FAAGAABAABAABAAF&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-1-104.+%5BRepealed.%5D&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-5VY0-R03K-X1B8-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=d06f2924-c136-4cfd-8f50-152377f35ec1
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3e2b751c-17c2-4f12-85b5-33ce8614115b&nodeid=AAGAACAAEAALAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAE%2FAAGAACAAEAAL%2FAAGAACAAEAALAAH&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-13-1006.+Board+of+directors.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6858-1WH0-R03M-W2NJ-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b0d3caf4-5c33-4214-a547-9605fb53f57c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6db42718-f7c5-41db-8fca-d29859b53f9a&nodeid=AAGAACAAGAALAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAG%2FAAGAACAAGAAL%2FAAGAACAAGAALAAF&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-15-1004.+Qualified+teachers+in+every+public+school+classroom+%E2%80%94+Definition.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6858-6NF0-R03N-H2P3-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b0d3caf4-5c33-4214-a547-9605fb53f57c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=148a718a-6212-46f4-a76c-c273481a46cc&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6835-0JC0-R03M-R1VS-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234171&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAGAACAAHAACACF&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=1f09d0fb-3fb2-4c44-b9ea-9ab5033c0663
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=da9dbb95-7fd4-4a04-bd2e-9cf8a5e202e6&nodeid=AAGAACAAIABAAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAI%2FAAGAACAAIABA%2FAAGAACAAIABAAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-17-2503.+Arkansas+Teacher+of+the+Year+Program.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-8B90-R03K-N3NG-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=b0d3caf4-5c33-4214-a547-9605fb53f57c
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=11382c98-a3f9-4e4e-8d74-e7f69431e5ae&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAABAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAB%2FAAGAACAAOAABAAC&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-101.+Title.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W03K-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=5fe9406b-b505-4398-8e98-e3f12c308096
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f0f593d3-745e-451e-a1cb-012a1c2c0924&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W03R-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAGAACAAOAABAAH&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=11382c98-a3f9-4e4e-8d74-e7f69431e5ae
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=400856cd-ff27-404f-8870-0b50451bf0b9&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAADAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAD%2FAAGAACAAOAADAAH&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-306.+Contents+of+open-enrollment+public+charters.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W045-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=5fe9406b-b505-4398-8e98-e3f12c308096
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=2bf4cde6-b744-4b80-904b-205c6531a185&nodeid=AAGAACAAPAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAP%2FAAGAACAAPAAH&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-24-105.+School+district+boards+of+directors.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W04W-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=5fe9406b-b505-4398-8e98-e3f12c308096
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9c478de1-ed2f-4670-b730-af9a7e6e90fe&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W04X-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAGAACAAPAAI&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=2bf4cde6-b744-4b80-904b-205c6531a185
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=689da63b-da60-45fb-b7bb-776e2a2806bf&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W04Y-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAGAACAAPAAJ&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=9c478de1-ed2f-4670-b730-af9a7e6e90fe
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a3b3873c-4f14-40e3-8568-452c6710ccf3&nodeid=AAGAACAALAAFAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAL%2FAAGAACAALAAF%2FAAGAACAALAAFAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-20-402.+Limitation+on+current+indebtedness+%E2%80%94+Postdated+warrants+and+installment+contracts+%E2%80%94+Liability.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-8K40-R03M-84JK-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f8db6a95-275c-4268-aa1f-8a1d418a9508
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a0163ed4-3429-4f4f-8dd3-ca309718d34f&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAAEAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAE%2FAAGAACAAOAAEAAC&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-401.+Authority+under+a+charter+for+open-enrollment+public+charter+schools.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5W13-FB70-R03J-J07C-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f8db6a95-275c-4268-aa1f-8a1d418a9508
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a0163ed4-3429-4f4f-8dd3-ca309718d34f&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAAEAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAE%2FAAGAACAAOAAEAAC&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-401.+Authority+under+a+charter+for+open-enrollment+public+charter+schools.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5W13-FB70-R03J-J07C-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f8db6a95-275c-4268-aa1f-8a1d418a9508
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=e265ea96-1a6e-48f6-8b2c-8a7533188312&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAAFAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAF%2FAAGAACAAOAAFAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-503.+Use+of+funding.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WKK-KG30-R03M-X0PG-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f8db6a95-275c-4268-aa1f-8a1d418a9508
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4eea73a8-70bb-4431-a08d-6caea46336c0&nodeid=AAGAADAACAAHAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAD%2FAAGAADAAC%2FAAGAADAACAAH%2FAAGAADAACAAHAAE&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-41-603.+Required+screening+and+intervention.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A592S-MN60-R03N-P072-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6dfaf9aa-da2e-44e9-abb8-d60f5e7ff172

e Code Ann. §6-23-306 (10)

Resources

e ADE Rules Governing Public Charter Schools
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4ad9ddd1-1876-4bc9-b6a3-8c36228fd7d1&nodeid=AAGAACAAOAADAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAG%2FAAGAAC%2FAAGAACAAO%2FAAGAACAAOAAD%2FAAGAACAAOAADAAH&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=6-23-306.+Contents+of+open-enrollment+public+charters.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4WVD-91M0-R03K-W045-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f8db6a95-275c-4268-aa1f-8a1d418a9508
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/Public_Charter_Schools_Rules_-D.Summons_PSA.pdf
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