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Tennessee 
 
Private Schools 
 
In Tennessee, non-public schools include private, church-related, and independent home 
schools. Unlike public schools, the state’s approved non-public schools are not operated by a 
local education agency (LEA) or the Tennessee Department of Education (department). Instead, 
they are privately operated entities, primarily funded through school tuition paid by families 
and private donations from individuals and organizations. 
 
Private schools are accredited by, or are members of, an organization or association approved 
by the state board of education or those that are directly approved by the department. 
 
Church-related schools are operated by denominational, parochial, or other bona fide church 
organizations required to meet the standards of accreditation or membership of specific 
agencies listed in Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-50-801. Home school umbrella programs are operated 
by some church-related schools. 
 
Independent home schools are conducted by a parent or guardian who oversees the education 
of their own children in settings other than a school. To learn more about home school options, 
visit the department’s Home School webpage. 
 
State Board of Educa�on Rules Chapter 0520-07-02 divides private and church-related schools 
into five categories. To satisfy the requirements of the state’s compulsory attendance law, 
private and church-related schools must be approved for operation under at least one of the 
five categories of non-public schools. Families wishing to enroll their children into a private or 
church-related school can verify a school’s approval status in Tennessee by checking the 
approved list of non-public schools on this webpage. 
 
Read more about each of the five category designations here: Category Descriptions 
 
Non-Public Schools Directory 
 
Non-Public Schools Directory Archives: Access past lists of approved non-public schools by 
downloading a PDF or Excel spreadsheet from the dropdown menu on the website. 
 

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/home-schooling-in-tn.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/nonpublic/Non-Public_Schools_Category_Descriptions_APPROVED.pdf
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See Non-Public School Forms for guidance on how to update a school’s directory information. 
 
Steps to Start a Private School 
 
Non-Public School Approval 
 
Non-public school candidates may receive approval for operation through direct application to 
the Tennessee Department of Education or by applying through a Tennessee State Board of 
Education authorized accrediting or membership agency. Approved non-public schools wishing 
to apply for a category change would follow the same procedures. 
 
Regardless of which method a school candidate selects for approval, all categories must do the 
following: 
 

1. The first step in creating a private school is to register as a corporation.  This is usually a 
for-profit LLC.  Register with your state’s Division of Corporations. 

2. Submit an Ini�al Request for Fire Marshal Inspec�on to the department prior to school 
approval. Once a school candidate has secured a school site location, the request form 
must be emailed to Private.Schools@tn.gov to initiate the appropriate type of 
inspection. 

3. All non-public schools must conduct fingerprint or social security number based criminal 
history checks for teachers and staff. The checks must also include a check of 
the Tennessee Sex Offender Registry, Na�onal Sex Offender Registry, and the Tennessee 
Department of Health Abuse Registry. To access information on how to obtain 
fingerprint based checks, visit TBI’s Background Checks webpage. A public search of 
TNCompass will allow school administrators to determine if an applicant has had a 
Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

4. Non-public schools are responsible for ensuring compliance with all health and safety 
rules, laws, and regulations. Food safety inspections are required in schools that prepare 
and serve food. School Plant Environmental Surveys are optional for non-public schools. 
Contact the local health department for information on required inspections. 

5. Things to consider 
5.1. Accreditation: is required to satisfy attendance requirements. OptimaEd has been 

accredited by Cognia. 
5.2. Teacher Certification: Is required for private school teachers. See statutes for detail. 
5.3. Registration: Is not required. 
5.4. Licensing: Is required. 
5.5. Approval: Is required Category I schools and optional for Category IV schools. See 

statutes. 
5.6. Length of School Year and Days: Schools in Categories I, II, IV and V must be 

conducted for the same length of term as public schools (6 ½ hour school days in 
minimum and 180 instructional days.  See statutes. 

5.7. Curriculum: No requirements. See statutes below. 
5.8. State Testing: See statutes below. 
5.9. Health and Safety Requirements: Immunization is required.  See other requirements 

in the statutes below. 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/nonpublic/Request_for_Fire_Marshal_Inspection_current.pdf
mailto:Private.Schools@tn.gov
https://sor.tbi.tn.gov/search
https://www.nsopw.gov/search-public-sex-offender-registries#0-0
https://apps.health.tn.gov/AbuseRegistry/default.aspx
https://apps.health.tn.gov/AbuseRegistry/default.aspx
https://www.tn.gov/tbi/divisions/cjis-division/background-checks.html
https://tdoe.tncompass.org/Public/Search
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/eh-program/eh-schoolplant.html
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5.10. Nursing and Health: No requirements. 
 
A school candidate must obtain a certificate of accreditation or letter of approval before being 
added to the directory as an approved non-public school option. 
 
Applica�on: Categories I, I-Special Purpose, and V 
 
Accredita�on & Membership: Categories II, III, and IV 
 
Non-Public School Monitoring and Annual Repor�ng 
 
Non-public schools approved by the state are monitored by the Tennessee Department of 
Education through an annual reporting process. This reporting includes schools approved in 
Categories I, I-SP, V, and any State Board of Education approved Category IV church-related 
schools. 
 
Non-public schools approved through an accrediting or membership agency are monitored by 
the approving agency. Accredited or church-related schools are subject to re-accreditation 
processes based on the agency’s schedule for re-accreditation and any additional monitoring 
requirements that may be implemented by an individual agency. 
 
If the department receives a report of non-compliance, it will: 
 

• Address the issue(s) of non-compliance directly if the report involves a state-approved 
non-public school. 

• Notify the school’s accrediting or membership agency if the report involves an 
accredited or church-related school. 

 
Non-Public Schools Monitoring Handbook (coming soon) 
 
Appeal Form for Revocation of Non-Public School Approval (coming soon) 
 
Tennessee State Board Rule 

Tennessee Code Annotated 

Tennessee State Board Policy 

 
Private School Statutes & Rules 
 
The Education Freedom Foundation has relied on the U.S. Department of Education’s State Regulation of Private 
and Home Schools Map for relevant statutes. Over time, the state pages on this map have been updated since their 
initial creation. In some cases, states have changed their laws without these updates being reflected on the map. 
Given the various methods each state uses to publicize changes to its laws, the most recent information for the 
Start-A-School project was often obtained directly from the U.S. Department of Education website. Users are 
encouraged to verify any information before making decisions based on it. 
 

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse92ca7068eb7044f98e6b833c39d313a1-1
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse92ca7068eb7044f98e6b833c39d313a1-2
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse0648e763e6724ea09b311053c65b3587-1
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse0648e763e6724ea09b311053c65b3587-2
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse0648e763e6724ea09b311053c65b3587-3
https://www.ed.gov/birth-grade-12-education/school-choice/state-regulation-of-private-and-home-schools
https://www.ed.gov/birth-grade-12-education/school-choice/state-regulation-of-private-and-home-schools
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Accredita�on, Registra�on, Licensing, and Approval 
 

• In order for students to satisfy the compulsory attendance laws, they must attend a 
public school or a non-public school, which includes home schools. Tennessee Code 
Annotated (TCA) 49-6-3001. The State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.01 defines 
six categories of non-public schools: 

o Category I schools are approved by the State Department of Education. Special 
purpose schools encompassing some Pre-K programs and short term medical or 
transient care facilities may be approved as Category I. State Board of Education 
Rule 0520-07-02-.02. 

o Category II schools are approved by a private school accrediting agency, which 
has been approved by the Tennessee State Board of Education. Schools holding 
full accreditation status with an approved agency are also approved by the State 
Department of Education. 

o Category III schools are accredited by one of the regional accrediting bodies 
listed in the State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.04. 

o Category IV schools are church related schools as recognized by associations 
mentioned in TCA 49-50-801. TCA 49-50-801. 

o Category V schools are Acknowledged for Operation. State Board of Education 
Rule 0520-07-02-.06. 

• Accreditation: required for Category II and III schools 
o Accreditation is not mandated by the department of education, but schools in 

Categories II and III must satisfy the accreditation standards of their affiliate 
association. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.03 and -.04. 

o Church-related schools are required to meet the standards of accreditation or 
membership of the Tennessee Association of Christian Schools (TACS), the 
Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI), the Tennessee Association 
of Independent Schools (TAIS), the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS), the Tennessee Association of Non-Public Academic Schools, the 
Tennessee Association of Non-Public Academic Schools (TANAS), Tennessee 
Association of Church Related Schools or a school affiliated with Accelerated 
Christian Education, Inc. TCA 49-50-801. 

o Therefore, church-related schools may fall into Category II if fully accredited or 
Category IV if they are only affiliate members and do not need accreditation. 

• Registration: no requirements 
• Licensing: no requirements 
• Approval: required for Category I schools and optional for Category IV schools 

o Category I schools must be approved by the State Department of Education. 
Category I schools must follow all state education laws and rules. State Board of 
Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02. 

o Category IV schools are church related schools as recognized by associations 
mentioned in TCA 49-50-801. Church related schools may voluntarily seek 
approval by the State Board of Education. TCA 49-50-801. 

 
 
 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9141f737-ec1a-428c-825a-ed4585d3db45&nodeid=ABXAAGABEAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGABE%2FABXAAGABEAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-3001.+School+age+%E2%80%94+Entrance+%E2%80%94+Attendance+%E2%80%94+Withdrawal.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A685G-WFK0-R03M-454D-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=21e8ec49-20b1-42d6-8bce-62f9867e5927
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9141f737-ec1a-428c-825a-ed4585d3db45&nodeid=ABXAAGABEAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGABE%2FABXAAGABEAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-3001.+School+age+%E2%80%94+Entrance+%E2%80%94+Attendance+%E2%80%94+Withdrawal.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A685G-WFK0-R03M-454D-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=21e8ec49-20b1-42d6-8bce-62f9867e5927
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7a0a98ba-8975-42ce-8feb-59340d6af16f&nodeid=ABXAAUAAIAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAU%2FABXAAUAAI%2FABXAAUAAIAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-50-801.+Church-related+schools.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X0R-33W0-R03M-K3B2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6b58d1b4-8d53-4574-b318-53a692e7d23a
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7a0a98ba-8975-42ce-8feb-59340d6af16f&nodeid=ABXAAUAAIAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAU%2FABXAAUAAI%2FABXAAUAAIAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-50-801.+Church-related+schools.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X0R-33W0-R03M-K3B2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6b58d1b4-8d53-4574-b318-53a692e7d23a
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7a0a98ba-8975-42ce-8feb-59340d6af16f&nodeid=ABXAAUAAIAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAU%2FABXAAUAAI%2FABXAAUAAIAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-50-801.+Church-related+schools.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X0R-33W0-R03M-K3B2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6b58d1b4-8d53-4574-b318-53a692e7d23a
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7a0a98ba-8975-42ce-8feb-59340d6af16f&nodeid=ABXAAUAAIAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAU%2FABXAAUAAI%2FABXAAUAAIAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-50-801.+Church-related+schools.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X0R-33W0-R03M-K3B2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6b58d1b4-8d53-4574-b318-53a692e7d23a
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Class Size 
 
Meet class size standards of grades K-3 is 25, grades 4 to 6 is 30 and7 to 12 is 35 and are  
established by T.C.A. § 49-1-104. 
 
Curriculum 
 

• Private high schools which offer a four-year course in literary branches must require 
every student to have one year of instruction in American history and government. TCA 
49-6-1202. 

• Category I, II and IV, schools must adhere to the state’s minimum graduation 
requirements for public schools as listed in State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-03-
06. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02 and .03. 

• A Category II, III and IV school’s curriculum must include, but not be limited to, the areas 
of English language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science. Additionally, schools 
are encouraged to offer art, music, health and physical education, and world language. 
State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.03 

 
Health and Safety Requirements 
 

• The Commissioner of Health is authorized, subject to the approval of the public health 
council, to designate diseases against which children must be immunized prior to 
attendance at any school of Tennessee. Parents may file a written statement with the 
school authorities that if such immunizations conflict with their religious tenets and 
practices. TCA 49-6-5001. 

• Fire drills must be held monthly in private schools. A record of all fire drills; including the 
time and date, must be kept in the respective school and made available upon request 
to the State Fire Marshal. TCA 68-102-137. 

• All doors serving as exits must be kept unlocked during the periods that a building is 
occupied. TCA 68-102-137. 

• It is a criminal offense in Tennessee for a student to carry a firearm, not for instruction 
or school-sanctioned ceremonial purposes, in a private school building, bus, campus or 
athletic field. Private school administrators must display in prominent locations a sign, 
at least six (6’’) inches high and fourteen (14’’) inches wide, stating: FELONY. STATE LAW 
PRESCRIBES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF SIX (6) YEARS IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE NOT 
TO EXCEED THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3,000) FOR CARRYING WEAPONS ON SCHOOL 
PROPERTY. TCA 39-17-1309. 

• The chief administrative officer of any private, denominational or parochial school, who 
has probable cause to believe that any person has committed a drug-related offense on 
school grounds has a duty to report such probable cause to the local law enforcement 
official. TCA 53-11-405(b). 

• Sentencing for an offense may be enhanced if the offense was performed on the 
grounds or facilities of a private school building. TCA 40-35-114. 

• School personnel having knowledge of any child who is suffering from any physical or 
mental condition which reasonably appears to have been caused by brutality, abuse or 
neglect, must report the harm immediately. TCA 37-1-403. 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=c65b47a0-4def-4344-a106-94ff52f76cc6&nodeid=ABXAABAABAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAB%2FABXAABAAB%2FABXAABAABAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-1-104.+Maximum+class+size+%E2%80%94+Waiver+%E2%80%94+Split-grade+classes.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5YNP-TW80-R03M-S1Y7-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=04c2b55c-2915-494f-85df-b34eca45f0f2
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0c4080e8-3b9b-4b4b-b67f-779d1c9f5345&nodeid=ABXAAGAAMAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGAAM%2FABXAAGAAMAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-1202.+American+history+and+government.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X55-GPS0-R03M-M4J6-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6c9e31b6-cb1d-411a-a442-f25f98c0c190
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0c4080e8-3b9b-4b4b-b67f-779d1c9f5345&nodeid=ABXAAGAAMAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGAAM%2FABXAAGAAMAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-1202.+American+history+and+government.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X55-GPS0-R03M-M4J6-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6c9e31b6-cb1d-411a-a442-f25f98c0c190
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20240610.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20240610.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=cf852322-9db4-49f5-a2e6-9ef07da2864e&nodeid=ABXAAGABVAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGABV%2FABXAAGABVAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-5001.+General+provisions.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6331-NRP0-R03J-Y3TC-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6c9e31b6-cb1d-411a-a442-f25f98c0c190
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f7f286d3-627e-4ec6-a1eb-690f1872f83a&nodeid=ACPAACAACAABABL&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACP%2FACPAAC%2FACPAACAAC%2FACPAACAACAAB%2FACPAACAACAABABL&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=68-102-137.+Public+and+private+schools+%E2%80%94+Institutions+%E2%80%94+Fire+drills+%E2%80%94+Doors+to+be+kept+unlocked+%E2%80%94+Safety+drills.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X9B-PFK0-R03N-90WR-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=62f928b1-3eae-4c22-b49a-b119b102d582
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f7f286d3-627e-4ec6-a1eb-690f1872f83a&nodeid=ACPAACAACAABABL&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACP%2FACPAAC%2FACPAACAAC%2FACPAACAACAAB%2FACPAACAACAABABL&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=68-102-137.+Public+and+private+schools+%E2%80%94+Institutions+%E2%80%94+Fire+drills+%E2%80%94+Doors+to+be+kept+unlocked+%E2%80%94+Safety+drills.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X9B-PFK0-R03N-90WR-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=62f928b1-3eae-4c22-b49a-b119b102d582
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=bd21b10a-cd4b-4371-ab34-84f7d54337c0&nodeid=ABNAAOAANAAJ&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABN%2FABNAAO%2FABNAAOAAN%2FABNAAOAANAAJ&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=39-17-1309.+Carrying+weapons+on+school+property.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6858-T360-R03N-6501-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=45f01ef4-1d82-4b11-aceb-dd6b8dcaede7
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0d1af51c-6133-41f1-954b-12554f9a1033&nodeid=ACAAAJAAEAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACA%2FACAAAJ%2FACAAAJAAE%2FACAAAJAAEAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=53-11-405.+Enforcement+officers.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X8M-4RK0-R03M-G0PY-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=cd0e2160-fad6-4b68-8257-48ca76e9d7e9
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0794eb2a-0fc5-4303-b45d-d03fd89792e2&nodeid=ABOABJAABAAO&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABO%2FABOABJ%2FABOABJAAB%2FABOABJAABAAO&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=40-35-114.+Enhancement+factors.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A68C1-J6J0-R03K-P55P-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6d74b394-939a-4439-aff2-2aaf9e3583b5
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=6a07850b-1de9-4858-ae1e-4e78a1c4033a&nodeid=ABLAABAAEAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABL%2FABLAAB%2FABLAABAAE%2FABLAABAAEAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=37-1-403.+Reporting+of+brutality%2C+abuse%2C+neglect+or+child+sexual+abuse+%E2%80%94+Notification+to+parents+of+abuse+on+school+grounds+or+under+school+supervision+%E2%80%94+Confidentiality+of+records.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50G5-1WK0-R03M-41NM-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=1e1386ec-8bd2-4056-8572-f696067424b5
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• School personnel who know or have reasonable cause to suspect that a child has been 
sexually abused must report such knowledge or suspicion. TCA 37-1-605. 

• Community residential facilities that accommodate state or federal adult prisoners on 
release programs are prohibited within 1,000 feet of a private school in counties with 
populations of 750,000 or more, or counties having a metropolitan form of 
government. TCA 41-22-128. 

• Annual inspections by the Fire Marshal’s Office and the Health Department are required 
for all categories of non-public schools. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02. 

 
Length of School Year and Days 
 

• Schools in Categories I, II, IV and V must be conducted for the same length of term as 
public schools (6 ½ hour school days in minimum per the State Board of Education 
Rule 0520-01-03-.02 and 180 instructional days per TCA 49-6-3004). TCA 49-50-801(c) 
and State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02, .03 and .06. 

• The State Board of Education Rules do not address the length of school year or days in 
Category III schools. 

 
Nursing and Health 
 

• No state policy currently exists. 
 
Professional Development 
 

• Schools in Categories II must specify qualifications for professional personnel for the 
agency; and employ at least one (1) full-time agency head or director. State Board of 
Education Rule 0520-07-02-.03. 

 
Public Aid for Private Educa�on 
 

• Constitutional Provisions: No related provisions. 
• Programs for financial assistance for attendance at private schools: The Individualized 

Education Act Program creates individualized education accounts (IEAs) for eligible 
students with disabilities to use for educational purposes. The program provides options 
for parents of certain students with disabilities to choose the education opportunities, 
including private school tuition, that best meet the individual needs of their child by 
giving them direct access to state and local public education funds associated with their 
child. Title 49, Chapter 10, Part 14 Individualized Education Act [Effective on January 1, 
2016, first IEA’s awarded January 1, 2017]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=651a5c91-044d-41a8-b2b6-8a711af699af&nodeid=ABLAABAAGAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABL%2FABLAAB%2FABLAABAAG%2FABLAABAAGAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=37-1-605.+Reports+of+known+or+suspected+child+sexual+abuse+%E2%80%94+Investigations+%E2%80%94+Notification+to+parents+of+abuse+on+school+grounds+or+while+under+school+supervision+%E2%80%94+Confidentiality+of+records.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50G5-1WK0-R03M-41PF-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=1e1386ec-8bd2-4056-8572-f696067424b5
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=e86cda1c-7ca5-4c6b-bc00-818587869c6a&nodeid=ABPAAPAABABA&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABP%2FABPAAP%2FABPAAPAAB%2FABPAAPAABABA&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=41-22-128.+Restrictions+on+release+program+facilities+near+schools%2C+orphanages%2C+child+care+centers%2C+or+similar+establishments.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A50G5-6JX0-R03J-P0RV-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=f315296e-47de-4532-b04f-2ec5ed3fa597
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=cf2109bb-5f1a-4fb8-a533-6319f8a25b8f&nodeid=ABXAAGABEAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGABE%2FABXAAGABEAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-3004.+School+term.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A65WB-0CT0-R03N-B023-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6c9e31b6-cb1d-411a-a442-f25f98c0c190
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=0df57017-f67e-497c-804e-1d4acf7960e8&nodeid=ABXAAUAAIAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAU%2FABXAAUAAI%2FABXAAUAAIAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-50-801.+Church-related+schools.&indicator=true&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X0R-33W0-R03M-K3B2-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=6c9e31b6-cb1d-411a-a442-f25f98c0c190
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
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Recordkeeping and Reports 
 

• Principals and teachers of private, denominational or parochial schools must report to 
the local superintendent the names, ages and residence of all pupils in attendance at 
their schools within 30 days after the beginning of the school year. TCA 49-6-3007(c). 
Pursuant to the State Board rule, attendance is reported to the Local Education Agency 
(LEA) in which the student resides. For a student attending a virtual school based in 
Georgia, for example, attendance would be reported to the Tennessee LEA where the 
student resides. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02, .03, .05, and .06. 

• All private and parochial schools shall keep daily reports of attendance, verified by the 
teacher making such record and open for inspection by the local 
superintendent. TCA 49-6-3007(d). 

• Private schools are under a duty to report promptly to the local superintendent the 
names of students who have withdrawn or who have been absent five days without 
adequate excuse. TCA 49-6-3007(e). 

• Category I, II and III schools must maintain cumulative records on each student. State 
Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-and .03. 

• All non-public schools in category 1 shall submit annually: 200 Day Accountability 
Report, Non-Public Reporting Form; S-File (for student numbers); T-File (for teacher 
information) as part of the school’s direct application for approval. State Board of 
Education Rule 0520-7-2 and Tennessee Department of Educa�on Non-Public School 
Website. 

• Category V schools must submit by November 1st of each year the name, mailing 
address and telephone number of the school; the name and academic credentials of the 
principal or headmaster of the school; the number of students in each grade level as of 
October 1 of current school year; the name and academic credentials of each teacher 
and the subjects taught by that teacher; and certification that the school year provides 
an operating schedule that includes the minimum number of instructional days and 
hours as required of public schools. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.06. 

 
Reimbursement for Performing State and Local Func�ons 
 

• No state policy currently exists. 
 
Special Educa�on 
 

• “Every school district must test and examine, or cause to be tested and examined, each 
Tennessee resident attending a private school within its boundaries to determine 
whether such child is disabled.” TCA 49-10-108. 

• The Department of Education is empowered to provide special schools and special 
classes in private schools, and transportation to and from school for physically 
handicapped, visually handicapped and crippled children. TCA 68-12-109. 

 
State-Level Non-Public School Group 
 

• No state policy currently exists. 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=64f0119c-dae0-477c-a673-86390e42a6f7&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NRP-Y980-R03N-31JR-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABXAAGABEAAH&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=a8952963-fb79-4774-b1c3-b5e93c38c7d8
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=64f0119c-dae0-477c-a673-86390e42a6f7&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NRP-Y980-R03N-31JR-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABXAAGABEAAH&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=a8952963-fb79-4774-b1c3-b5e93c38c7d8
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=64f0119c-dae0-477c-a673-86390e42a6f7&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5NRP-Y980-R03N-31JR-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABXAAGABEAAH&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=a8952963-fb79-4774-b1c3-b5e93c38c7d8
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ee477a00-6a5b-4f01-b55d-b33205df67fd&nodeid=ABXAAKAABAAI&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAK%2FABXAAKAAB%2FABXAAKAABAAI&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-10-108.+Identification%2C+location%2C+and+evaluation+of+children+with+disabilities.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X55-GR30-R03N-K53B-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=61ef27f9-c5c9-4f96-b12d-d805d5012c7b
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=35c31129-4c1b-416e-aa7e-a8f735093a40&nodeid=ACPAABAAMAAJ&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACP%2FACPAAB%2FACPAABAAM%2FACPAABAAMAAJ&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=68-12-109.+Special+schools+and+classes+to+be+provided.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X9B-P1C0-R03K-F0JJ-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=e6092c59-9c3d-4035-8b25-36417e506ee9
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Tax Exemp�on 
 

• Admission to events or activities sponsored by private schools, K-12, is exempt from 
amusement tax. TCA 67-6-330(a)(1). 

 
Teacher Cer�fica�on 
 

• Teachers in Category I schools must be licensed and at least one must be licensed in 
special education. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02. 

• Teachers serving in Categories II and III must meet the licensure and certification 
standards set forth by their agency/association. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-
02-.03 and 0520-07-02-.04. 

• Category V teachers must hold a baccalaureate degree but are not required to have a 
teaching certificate. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.06. 

 
Technology 
 

• No state policy currently exists. 
 
Tes�ng 
 

• Category I schools must at least once every school year, each school shall give a 
nationally standardized achievement test covering the areas of English language arts 
and mathematics to each student in third (3rd) through eleventh (11th) grades; the 
results must be communicated to teachers and parents and kept as part of the student’s 
permanent record. Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include 
ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools may identify alternate assessments for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. State Board of Education 
Rule 0520-07-02-.02. 

• Category II schools must at least once every school year, each school shall give a 
nationally standardized achievement test covering the areas of English language arts 
and math to each pupil in third (3rd) through eleventh (11th) grades; the results must 
be communicated to teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for one (1) 
calendar year. Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include ACT/SAT 
and benchmark assessments. Schools may identify alternate assessments for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-
02-.03. 

• Category III schools at least once every school year, each school shall give a nationally 
standardized achievement test covering the areas of English language arts and math to 
each pupil in third (3rd) through eleventh (11th) grades; the results must be 
communicated to teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for one (1) 
calendar year. Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include ACT/SAT 
and benchmark assessments. Schools may identify alternate assessments for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-
02-.04. 

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=f68c9753-ae4d-4ec9-b740-408b7b5b9b65&nodeid=ACOAAGAADABF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FACO%2FACOAAG%2FACOAAGAAD%2FACOAAGAADABF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=67-6-330.+Amusement+tax+exemptions.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5W2X-24M0-R03K-K077-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=ffe5b602-8cb4-4c86-89ea-ba05866fcabd
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
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• Category V schools must At least once every school year, each school shall administer a 
nationally standardized achievement test covering, at a minimum, English language arts 
and math to each student in third (3rd) through eleventh (11th) grades. Results of the 
test shall be communicated to teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for at 
least one (1) calendar year. Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests 
include ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools may identify alternate 
assessments for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. State Board of 
Education Rule 0520-07-02-.06. 

 
Textbooks 
 

• Category I schools must use the same state-approved textbooks as public schools. State 
Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02-.02 and Tennessee Department of Educa�on Non-
Public School Website. 

• Category I, II and III schools are required to use textbooks that are adequate to meet 
instructional needs. State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02, -03 and -04. 

 
Transporta�on 
 

• Any school buses purchased by a private contractor to transport school students must 
meet national minimum bus standards and all applicable federal motor vehicle safety 
standards. A van used for such transport is only required to comply with rules and 
regulations of the state board of education. TCA 49-6-2115. 

• Operation and standards for student transportation can be found in State Board of 
Education Rule 0520-01-05. 

 
Resources 
 
Contact Informa�on – State and Federal Departments of Educa�on  
 

• Tennessee Department of Education 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243-0375 
Phone: (615) 741-2731 
Fax: (615) 532-4791 
Email: Education.Comments@state.tn.us 
Website: https://www.tn.gov/education/ 

• U.S. Department of Education, Tennessee 
 
Informa�on and Legisla�on 
 

• Tennessee Department of Education: Non-Public Schools 

• Tennessee Code Annotated 

• Rules of the Tennessee Department of Education State Board of Education 

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-07/0520-07-02.20230815.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=16aad392-a976-4214-9ec1-2456d6816b75&nodeid=ABXAAGAAVAAR&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGAAV%2FABXAAGAAVAAR&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-2115.+Compliance+with+school+bus+and+motor+vehicle+safety+standards.+%5BEffective+until+July+1%2C+2024.+See+the+version+effective+on+July+1%2C+2024.%5D&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A4X55-GPT0-R03K-J4KH-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=54d0ba79-e158-4108-9e31-2e64887fe8a4
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-05.20200624.pdf
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-05.20200624.pdf
mailto:Education.Comments@state.tn.us
mailto:Education.Comments@state.tn.us
https://www.tn.gov/education/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/tn.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html
https://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/rules--policies-and-guidance/rules.html
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• Non-Public Schools Forms 

• Education Savings Account Program and Individualized Education Account Program 

• Meningococcal Disease and Influenza 

• Transporting Non-Public School Students 

• Helpful Links 

 
School Choice Programs 
 
Tennessee Educa�on Savings Account (ESA) Program 
 
The Tennessee ESA program allows eligible students who are zoned to attend Memphis-Shelby 
County Schools, Metro Nashville Public Schools, Hamilton County Schools, or a school that was 
in the Achievement School District (ASD) on May 24, 2019, to use state and local money toward 
education expenses, including tuition and/or fees at approved non-public schools. 
Note that students must take the annual state test in person. 
 
School Applica�on Process 
 

• 2025-26 ESA School Application 

• ESA Background and Fingerprinting for Schools 

• ESA CPA Statement 

• ESA Surety Bond 

• ESA Withdrawal or Transfer Procedures for Schools 

• School Checklist for ESA Withdrawals and Transfers 

 
Service Provider Applica�on Process 
 
The Tennessee Education Savings Account (ESA) Program is currently accepting Requests for 
Applications (RFAs) from organizations interested in becoming service providers for the 
Tennessee ESA Program. 
 

• Application link and information 

• ESA Background and Fingerprinting for Service Providers 

• ESA School Handbook 

 
 
 

https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse9be5d82c729a4076a446495df7c1276c-1
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse9be5d82c729a4076a446495df7c1276c-2
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse9be5d82c729a4076a446495df7c1276c-3
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse9be5d82c729a4076a446495df7c1276c-4
https://www.tn.gov/education/families/school-options/non-public-schools.html#collapse9be5d82c729a4076a446495df7c1276c-5
https://www.tn.gov/education/esa/
https://www.tn.gov/education/esa/
https://stateoftennessee.formstack.com/forms/esa_application_for_nonpublic_schools_copy
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Background_and_Fingerprinting_for_Schools.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_CPA_Statement.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Surety_Bond.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Withdrawal_Transfer_Procedures_for_Schools.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/School_Checklist_ESA_Withdrawals_and_Transfers_Comms_Approved.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/legal/solicitations/RFA_2024-2025_ESA_Service_Providers.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_Background_and_Fingerprinting_for_Schools.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/education/esa/ESA_2024-25_School_Handbook.pdf
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Applica�on Support 
 
For application assistance, please contact the ESA Team in one of the following ways: 
 

• Leave a voicemail at (615) 741-9360 

• Send an email to ESA.Applications@tn.gov 

 
Statutes and Rules 
 
Tenn. Code Ann. 49-6-2601 et al. 
State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-16. 
Other requirements: 
 

• ESA students must take State Tests in person. 
• Participating schools must ensure that participating students in grades 3 through 11 are 

administered the TCAP tests in math and English language arts each year the student is 
enrolled in the ESA Program. Each school must designate a testing coordinator, 
regardless of grade level in which ESA students are enrolled. The school’s testing 
coordinator will be trained by department staff in order to administer the assessments. 
T.C.A 49-6-2606. 

 
Individualized Educa�on Account (IEA) Program 
 
The Tennessee Individualized Education Account (IEA) Program was established and guided by 
state law, Tenn. Code Ann. 49-10-14 et al. and State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-11. 
 
The Individualized Education Account (IEA) Program is a school choice program for eligible 
students with qualifying disabilities. The IEA Program supports Tennessee families by providing 
scholarships for students to enroll in an IEA participating non-public school or home schooling. 
The IEA law is written with specific requirements, one of which is that the student must have 
been enrolled in a Tennessee public school with a qualifying Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) for the entire school year before the one in which the student enrolls in the program and 
receives the IEA. Once a student is enrolled in the IEA Program, the student can no longer be 
enrolled in public school. These scholarship funds can also be used for certain types of 
approved educational expenses that best meet the student’s unique learning needs. 
 
For more detailed information about the IEA Program, please review our website. We 
encourage everyone to read both the IEA Account Holder Handbook and the IEA Participating 
Non-Public School Handbook. 
 
Students cannot participate in both the Education Savings Account (ESA) Program and the IEA 
Program. For more information about the ESA Program, please visit the ESA website. 
 
 
 

mailto:ESA.Applications@tn.gov
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=581ef1e0-f79b-495d-9ae9-5a2e7a0b88ec&nodeid=ABXAAGABAAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABX%2FABXAAG%2FABXAAGABA%2FABXAAGABAAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=49-6-2601.+Short+title.&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5W90-H2F0-R03M-K13G-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=cb69d08f-49bb-4577-846c-5d173efd88a0
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-16.20230824.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a6573ed9-f6e9-455a-a605-0f1344fc5289&action=pawlinkdoc&pdcomponentid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5W90-H2F0-R03M-K13N-00008-00&pdtocnodeidentifier=ABXAAGABAAAG&config=025054JABlOTJjNmIyNi0wYjI0LTRjZGEtYWE5ZC0zNGFhOWNhMjFlNDgKAFBvZENhdGFsb2cDFQ14bX2GfyBTaI9WcPX5&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=581ef1e0-f79b-495d-9ae9-5a2e7a0b88ec
https://www.tn.gov/education/iea.html
https://www.tn.gov/education/esa.html
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Education Freedom Scholarship Act 
 
Educa�on Freedom Scholarships will allow residents of Tennessee who have a child en�tled to 
atend a public school in grades K-12 to use state funds toward educa�on expenses, including 
tui�on and/or fees at registered Category I, II, or III private schools located in Tennessee. 

What are the requirements for a private school to accept EFS funds? 

• School is located in Tennessee.  
• School is a Category I, II, or III private school. 

 

https://www.tn.gov/education/efs.html
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