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Puerto Rico

Home School

There are few regulations governing homeschooling in Puerto Rico. Homeschools in Puerto
Rico operate as “nongovernmental schools.” If children are enrolled in public school, you must
withdraw them from the system.

Homeschoolers should plan to take the same courses, the same number of days of instruction
and subjects as public school students. Home schooling teachers in Puerto Rico do not need to
be certified, licensed, or hold any specific degrees.

Steps to Start a Home School

Starting a homeschool in Puerto Rico involves several steps to ensure that you're in compliance
with local regulations and that you create a positive learning environment for your children.
Here’s a general guide to help you get started:

1. Understand the Legal Requirements

e Research Local Laws: In Puerto Rico, homeschooling is regulated by the Department of
Education. As of the latest information, you will need to comply with specific
requirements, which might include registering your homeschool and meeting curriculum
standards. It’s crucial to check the most current regulations or contact the Puerto Rico
Department of Education for up-to-date information at Home School Legal Defense
Association and Puerto Rico's Annotated Laws.

e Create a Homeschool Plan: Develop a detailed education plan that outlines your
curriculum, teaching methods, and assessment strategies.

2. Develop a Curriculum
e Choose a Curriculum: Select a curriculum that fits your child’s needs and your

educational philosophy. There are various options available, including online programs,
traditional textbooks, and customized lesson plans.
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https://de.pr.gov/
https://hslda.org/legal/puerto-rico
https://hslda.org/legal/puerto-rico
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/lawsofpuertorico/

e Set Learning Goals: Establish clear educational goals for each subject and grade level.
Ensure that your curriculum meets or exceeds the educational standards set by the
Department of Education.

3. Prepare Your Home Learning Environment

¢ Designate Learning Spaces: Create a dedicated space in your home for schooling. This
area should be organized and conducive to learning.

e Gather Supplies: Stock up on necessary educational materials, such as books, writing
supplies, and technology.

4. Enroll Your Child

e Submit Required Documentation: Depending on the regulations, you may need to
submit forms or documentation to the Department of Education. This can include proof
of residency, a detailed curriculum plan, and information about your teaching
qualifications.

¢ Maintain Records: Keep detailed records of your child’s progress, including attendance,
grades, and any assessments.

5. Join Support Networks

¢ Find Local Homeschool Groups: Connect with other homeschooling families in Puerto
Rico. These groups can provide support, resources, and social opportunities for your
children.

e Attend Workshops and Events: Participate in homeschooling workshops, seminars, and
events to stay informed and gain new skills.

6. Regularly Assess Progress
e Monitor Learning: Regularly assess your child’s progress to ensure they are meeting
educational goals. Adjust your curriculum and teaching methods as needed.
e Prepare for Evaluations: Be prepared for any required evaluations or assessments by the
Department of Education.

7. Stay Informed

e Keep Up with Changes: Education regulations can change, so it’s important to stay
informed about any updates to homeschooling laws or requirements in Puerto Rico.

Starting a homeschool can be a rewarding experience, allowing you to tailor education to your

child's needs and interests. Make sure to research thoroughly and stay connected with the local
homeschooling community to ensure a successful and compliant educational journey.
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Home School Statutes

The Education Freedom Foundation has relied on the U.S. Department of Education’s State Requlation of Private
and Home Schools Map for relevant statutes. Over time, the state pages on this map have been updated since their
initial creation. In some cases, states have changed their laws without these updates being reflected on the map.
Given the various methods each state uses to publicize changes to its laws, the most recent information for the
Start-A-School project was often obtained directly from the U.S. Department of Education website. Users are
encouraged to verify any information before making decisions based on it.

Assessment and Diplomas
e No territory policy currently exists.
Curriculum and Instruction

e No territory policy currently exists. Parents should teach the same subjects as the public
schools.

Initial and Renewal Applications

o "Attendance at public schools shall not be compulsory for those who are receiving
education in schools established under the auspices of nongovernmental entities."
18 L.P.R.A. §2.

Length of School Year and Days

e Puerto Rico's compulsory school attendance law requires private school students under
16 years of age to regularly attend school during the period of each year that public
schools are in session, on the customary days, and during the regular hours of the
school term. It is recommended that Home School students follow this statute.

29 L.P.R.A. §450.

Public School Access
e No territory policy currently exists.
Resources
Contact Information--State and Federal Departments of Education
e Puerto Rico Department of Education
P.O. Box 190759
Calle Federico Costa #150

Hato Rey, PR 00919-0759
Phone: (787) 773-5800
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https://www.ed.gov/birth-grade-12-education/school-choice/state-regulation-of-private-and-home-schools
https://www.ed.gov/birth-grade-12-education/school-choice/state-regulation-of-private-and-home-schools
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=296ecb09-fea1-490d-86c3-364e68316fff&nodeid=AAUAABAABAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAU%2FAAUAAB%2FAAUAABAAB%2FAAUAABAABAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+2.+Public+education+free+and+nonsectarian%E2%80%94Free+in+elementary+and+secondary%3B+compulsory+in+elementary&config=00JABkODU1MGI4OC1hMmRkLTQ2MGYtOGY1NS03YjVjOWM4YjJlZjAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d0HiKld62itjBDGzN8H7lV&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5CFX-2SV1-66SD-8509-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=a8410463-9787-425d-910b-9baef6209086
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=b03404f9-da57-44e4-8b7f-8c1d401f41f3&nodeid=ABIAABAATAAV&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FABI%2FABIAAB%2FABIAABAAT%2FABIAABAATAAV&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+450.+Employment+of+minors%E2%80%94Compulsory+school+attendance+for+minors+under+sixteen+(16)&config=00JABkODU1MGI4OC1hMmRkLTQ2MGYtOGY1NS03YjVjOWM4YjJlZjAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d0HiKld62itjBDGzN8H7lV&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5CFX-2YR1-66SD-8038-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=e391ce32-4780-4877-bad0-4c1e807acae0

Fax: (787) 282-6017
Website: https://de.pr.gov/
e U.S. Department of Education, Puerto Rico
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https://www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/pr.html
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