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North Carolina

Charter Schools

Charter schools are public schools of choice that are authorized by the State Board of Education
and operated by independent non-profit boards of directors. State and local tax dollars are the
primary funding sources for charter schools, which have open enrollment and cannot
discriminate in admissions, associate with any religion or religious group, or charge tuition.

Charter schools operate with freedom from many of the regulations that govern district
schools, but charter schools are held accountable through the state assessment and

accountability system.

More information can be found at the North Carolina Association for Public Charter Schools.

Steps to Opening a Charter School

The 2024 North Carolina Charter School Application window closed on April 26, 2024, at 5 pm
Eastern. Applicant boards were expected to appear in-person for interviews at the Department
of Public Instruction in Raleigh, NC that commenced during the monthly meetings of the
Charter Schools Review Board meeting beginning September 2024. For questions about the
charter application process, please reach out to Melanie.Rackley@dpi.nc.gov.

North Carolina Charter Applications

Instructions for applicants:

1. The main applicant user should initiate a new application.

e The first step in creating a charter school is to register as a corporation. This is
usually a non-profit LLC. Register with your state’s Division of Corporations.

e Create a Board and Policies

e Obtain your IRS Non-Profit status by submitting IRS Form 1023.

e Each applicant team should designate one person as their "main applicant" who
will be the one to initiate (and eventually submit) the application.

o Whoever initiates the application is the only user who can submit the
application.
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https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/alternative-choices/charter-schools
https://ncpubliccharters.org/
mailto:Melanie.Rackley@dpi.nc.gov
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/alternative-choices/charter-schools/applications/new-charter-schools
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/applying-for-tax-exempt-status

¢ Only one person should do this and only once because each time it's done, a new
application will be started (i.e. doing this more than once will start redundant
applications).

o On future visits, there will be a link to continue this application on the
user's EdLusion home page (after submission or deadline that link will go
away).

o Other applicant users (collaborators) should wait until the main applicant
user has added them as a collaborator.

1. They will get an email notification when that happens.

2. After that, they will have a link to collaborate on the application
on their EdLusion home page (after submission or deadline that
link will disappear).

e Toinitiate a new application

o Ifyou are already an Epicenter user, use the “Sign in with Epicenter”
option.

o If you are not an Epicenter user, you might need to register yourself as a
new user.

2. Continue the application.
e To continue an in-progress application
3. For further instructions, please watch the Applicant Training Video.
e If you have any questions, please consult the Applicant FAQ.
o If you still have questions, please reach out to Melanie.Rackley@dpi.nc.gov.
Applying to open and operate a public charter school is a multiple-step process.

Sample 2024 Charter Application Timeline
e January 26, 2024: 2024 Application accessible to new applicant groups
e April 26, 2024: All Online Applications Are Due
e January 2025: CSRB continues any second-round interviews, if necessary.

Application Resources

e 2024 charter application timeline.

e Charter Application Resource Manual

e Local Allotments 2023-24

e 2024 Budget Template (Revised 2/7/2024)

o Revised Charter Agreement

e 2024 Application Fee Payment Form (Please use a certified check to pay the $1,000 fee. )
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https://nc.edlusion.com/application/initiate?id=779
https://identity.headstreamtech.com/account/login?returnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3D3ea00563-5f5d-4c97-9d76-e73d8b0cc1d6%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnc.edlusion.com%252FHome%252FLogin%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26response_type%3Did_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520email%2520profile%26state%3DOpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%253DapMQfjYVFqfLjJs0j14r1tjqduFlNWPcctSKFKwn9mESIqgj41V8M_9g1pTbzk2rD9K90pIfqSKJ06Am4_CHDGtfl67Azfk9tGOVXeu0wZlc8GbGD30Q_pOF_1WVwLvdDsF7B8Sd7u4aacJCp_2WI5MuGuvoC8PW3tOJY1fmNZw5WcmMH9HkiXvuKFXBEcjIByfnAXbVz00Vs6oI_5wJ6pU3-bHdaA5d9m4pNGoOjiD8e3A5Mg1Yexnl3EOWZvUy%26nonce%3D638433526934240759.OWY0OTQ1MzctMjk1Mi00YjJkLTg0ZWUtMDhiZmViZWZiMDU0MTk1MTE3NTUtMzFmNC00NGJkLTk2ODAtYzZiMWE5NTU4N2Vi%26post_logout_redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fnc.edlusion.com%252FHome%252FLogin%26domain_hint%3DEdlusion%26scheme
https://vimeo.com/443439468/60f2ca9c88
https://my.epicenternow.org/Help/Feature_-_Application/Application_Center_-_Premium/Applicants/Applicant_FAQs.htm
mailto:Melanie.Rackley@dpi.nc.gov
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2024-charter-application-timeline/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2024-charter-application-resource-manual/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/local-allotments-2023-24/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2024-budget-template/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2023-revised-charter-agreementpdf/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2024-payment-form/download?attachment

Statutes and Rules

Article 14A Charter Schools

§ 115C Purpos

e of charter schools; role of State Board of Education; establishment of

North Carolina Charter Schools Review Board and North Carolina Office of Charter

Schools.

§ 115C-218.1. Eligible applicants; contents of applications; submission of applications for
approval.

§ 115C-218.2. Opportunity to correct applications; opportunity to address Review Board.
§ 115C-218.3. Fast-track replication of high-quality charter schools.

§ 115C-218.5. Final approval of applications for charter schools.

§ 115C-218.6. Review and renewal of charters.

§ 115C-218.7. Material revisions of charters.

§ 115C-218.8. Nonmaterial revisions of charters.

§ 115C-218.9. Appeals to the State Board of Education.

§115C-218.10

. Charter school exemptions.

§115C-218.15.

Charter school operation.

§ 115C-218.20.

Civil liability and insurance requirements.

§ 115C-218.25.

Open meetings and public records.

§115C-218.30.

Accountability; reporting requirements to State Board of Education.

§115C-218.35.

Charter school facilities.

§115C-218.37.

Public approval for private activity bonds.

§ 115C-218.40.

Charter school transportation.

§115C-218.42.

Charter School Transportation Grant Program.

§115C-218.45.

Admission requirements.

§ 115C-218.50.

Charter school nonsectarian.

§ 115C-218.55.

Nondiscrimination in charter schools.

§ 115C-218.60.

Student discipline.

§ 115C-218.65.

North Carolina School Report Cards.

§ 115C-218.70.

Driving eligibility certificates.

§ 115C-218.75.

General operating requirements.
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https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_115C/Article_14A.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_115C/Article_14A.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.2.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.3.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.6.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.7.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.9.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.10.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.15.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.20.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.25.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.30.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.35.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.37.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.40.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.42.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.45.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.50.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.55.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.60.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.65.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.70.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.75.pdf

e §115C-218.80. Display of the United States and North Carolina flags and the recitation

of the Pledge of Allegiance.

e §115C-218.85. Course of study requirements.

e §115C-218.90. Employment requirements.

e §115C-218.94. Identification of low-performing and continually low-performing charter

schools.

e §115C-218.95. Causes for nonrenewal or termination; disputes.

e §115C-218.100. Dissolution of a charter school.

e §115C-218.105. State and local funds for a charter school.

e §115C-218.110. Notice of the charter school process; review of charter schools.

e §115C-218.115. Operation of NC Pre-K programs.

Other Statutes

e §115C-301. Allocation of teachers; class size.

Resources

e New School Task List

e RTO Framework

e Charter School Closure Framework
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https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.80.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.80.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.85.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.90.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.94.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.94.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.95.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.100.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.105.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.110.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-218.115.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-301.pdf
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/2023-2024-new-charter-leaders-tasks-list/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rto-2024-framework-nc-charter-schools/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/documents/fbs/charterschools/applications/charter-school-closure-framework/download
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