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New Jersey

Charter Schools

A charter school is a public school that operates as its own Local Education Agency (LEA) under
a charter granted by the Commissioner. The New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) is
the sole charter school authorizer in New Jersey.

The NJDOE authorizes charter schools consistent with national best practices in charter school
authorizing, offering school operators autonomy and opportunities for innovation in exchange
for accountability for student outcomes. As of June 2021, there are 91 charter schools currently
operating in New Jersey.

You can also contact the New Jersey Public Charter Schools Association for more information.

Steps to Start a Charter School

The first step in creating a Charter school is to register as a corporation. This is usually a non-
profit LLC. Register with your state’s Division of Corporations.

If you are planning to operate as a non-profit, you will need to obtain your IRS Non-Profit status
by submitting IRS Form 1023.

Submitting an Application to the Department
The NJDOE administers two application rounds for charter schools —one in March and another

in October for experienced operators of educational institutions. Additional information can be
found on the Application Rounds section of the website.

New Jersey education regulations N.J.A.C. 6A:11-2.1 have a full description of the application
process.

To submit an application for a new charter school, download the application form and follow
the instructions included.
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https://www.nj.gov/education/chartsch/index.shtml
https://njcharters.org/
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/applying-for-tax-exempt-status
https://www.nj.gov/education/chartsch/app/rounds/index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap11.pdf

Application Review

The NJDOE evaluates each application to determine whether the applicant has the capacity to
open and operate a high-quality charter school. The application process is conducted in two
phases. After the NJDOE reviews the Phase One Applications, the Commissioner invites
qualified applicants to submit Phase Two Applications. Subsequent to NJDOE's Phase Two
review, the Commissioner notifies applicants of whether or not they have been invited to
interview. Following the in-depth interviews, the Commissioner notifies applicants regarding
approval or denial of applications.

Preparedness Review Process

Approved charter applicants must successfully complete the NJDOE's preparedness

review before being granted a final charter and allowed to open. This review process occurs in
June of the year the applicant is scheduled to open and is designed to determine whether
approved applicants have the structures in place to ensure academic success, equitability,
financial viability, and organizational soundness. After a thorough review, the Commissioner
will render a final decision in July for charters to open their doors in September.

New Jersey education regulations N.J.A.C. 6A:11-2.1 have a full description of the preparedness
process.

Application Rounds
March and October

The New Jersey Department of Education administers two application rounds for prospective
charter schools — the March Application Round and the October Application Round.

In the March round, applications are due on March 31, and decisions are made on September
30 for charter schools that may open the following fall.

In the expedited October round, applications are due on October 15, and decisions are made by
February 15 for charter schools that may open in the fall of the same year. The October round is
only for proven operators. Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:11-2.1(g): "For phase one of the October 15
expedited application, the Department will review applications received from founders with
demonstrable experience operating an education institution."

Example October 2024 Charter School Application Timeline

Date Event

August 20, 2024, |Technical Assistance Training Broadcast. To join, go to Microsoft Teams (link

11:00 a.m. may be easiest to access using Goggle Chrome).
October 15, e Deadline to submit the Phase One Application (hard copy and
2024, 4;15 p.m. electronic copy) to the New Jersey Department of Education, Office

of Charter and Renaissance Schools.
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https://www.nj.gov/education/chartsch/app/preparedness.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/chartsch/app/preparedness.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap11.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/code/current/title6a/chap11.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F22bedd6b-2a1d-48bf-bde2-57c1f1c3dd32%404b4f7312-dd09-4959-b666-d5ba6dc8f4b4&data=05%7C02%7CDOEWebsiteApproval%40doe.nj.gov%7Cbefbd6e078e040a7e7e208dcbe18c376%7C4b4f7312dd094959b666d5ba6dc8f4b4%7C0%7C0%7C638594262212002446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zt3zga4%2F4HYbcMEFQs4KeGcbEVYhEL4t40jxzk3rsAo%3D&reserved=0

Date

Event

e Deadline to submit the Phase One Application (hard copy only) to
the appropriate New Jersey Department of Education County
Offices, and district(s) of residence.

Please contact allie.cobb@doe.nj.gov with any questions or concerns
regarding application submission.

November 15,
2024

Tentative date for notification of qualified applicant status and eligibility to
submit the Phase Two Application.

December 13,
2024, 4:15 p.m.

e Deadline to submit the Phase Two Application (hard copy and
electronic copy) to the New Jersey Department of Education, Office
of Charter and Renaissance Schools.

e Deadline to submit the Phase Two Application (hard copy only) to
the appropriate New Jersey Department of Education County
Offices, and district(s) of residence.

January 6, 2025 -
January 7, 2025

Tentative, applicant in-depth interview dates

February 14,
2025

Charter application initial decision

June 30, 2025

School preparedness process deadline

July 15, 2025

Final approval, granting of Charter, for approved applicants who have
successfully completed the School Preparedness Process. Approved
applicants who did not successfully complete the Preparedness Process will
be notified of their status by the New Jersey Department of Education.

Statutes and Rules

Subchapter 1. General Provisions

e §6A:11-1.1 Purpose

o §6A:11-1.2 Definitions

Subchapter 2. Application and Approval, Reporting, Renewal, Probation and Revocation,
Appeal, Amendment, and Conversion Processes

§ 6A:11-2.1 Application and approval process

§ 6A:11-2.2 Reporting

§ 6A:11-2.3 Renewal of charter

§ 6A:11-2.4 Probation and revocation of charter
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mailto:allie.cobb@doe.nj.gov
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9b2c1f7f-6702-4c89-a5f9-6ee1885536e9&nodeid=AAJAAPAACAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAC%2FAAJAAPAACAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-1.1+Purpose&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWF1-F4W2-60CC-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9b2c1f7f-6702-4c89-a5f9-6ee1885536e9&nodeid=AAJAAPAACAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAC%2FAAJAAPAACAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-1.1+Purpose&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWF1-F4W2-60CC-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c1fb283-2012-4c70-9192-55838dffc910&nodeid=AAJAAPAACAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAC%2FAAJAAPAACAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-1.2+Definitions&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6C16-3943-RVC0-G0R1-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=4c1fb283-2012-4c70-9192-55838dffc910&nodeid=AAJAAPAACAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAC%2FAAJAAPAACAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-1.2+Definitions&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6C16-3943-RVC0-G0R1-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=34d1dcbc-859e-48b7-b4df-e26099c15f4d&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.1+Application+and+approval+process&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-JTGH-B2HD-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=34d1dcbc-859e-48b7-b4df-e26099c15f4d&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAB&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.1+Application+and+approval+process&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-JTGH-B2HD-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=294d48bb-c75a-46f3-83f7-b6576f7056d7&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.2+Reporting&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-F81W-20PV-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=294d48bb-c75a-46f3-83f7-b6576f7056d7&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.2+Reporting&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-F81W-20PV-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ecbd16d2-07f1-4dad-b3f5-1c2a1be40e9b&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.3+Renewal+of+charter&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-F81W-209D-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ecbd16d2-07f1-4dad-b3f5-1c2a1be40e9b&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAD&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.3+Renewal+of+charter&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWC1-F81W-209D-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=8bd9c88d-8a44-4527-9f54-05c0f5d50c69&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.4+Probation+and+revocation+of+charter&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PWB1-FFMK-M2P6-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54

e §6A:11-2.5 Charter appeal process

e §6A:11-2.6 Amendment to charter

e §6A:11-2.7 Nonpublic conversion charter schools: applicable law

o §6A:11-2.8 Eligibility of a nonpublic school to convert to a charter school

o §6A:11-2.9 Application of a nonpublic school to convert to a charter school

e §6A:11-2.10 Enrollment of students in a nonpublic conversion charter school

e §6A:11-2.11 Employment of staff in a nonpublic conversion charter school

Subchapter 3. School Ethics Act

e §6A:11-3.1 Board of trustees and administrators

Subchapter 4. Program Implementation

e §6A:11-4.1 Local education agency

e §6A:11-4.2 Student records

e §6A:11-4.3 Student attendance

o §6A:11-4.4 Initial recruitment period

e §6A:11-4.5 Lottery

o §6A:11-4.6 Waiting list

o §6A:11-4.7 Age eligibility for kindergarten

o §6A:11-4.8 Multilingual learners

o §6A:11-4.9 Students with educational disabilities

e §6A:11-4.10 Home instruction for students

e §6A:11-4.11 Pupil transportation

e §6A:11-4.12 Board of trustees and Open Public Meetings Act

e §6A:11-4.13 Charter school operations

e §6A:11-4.14 Sports programs

e §6A:11-4.15 Facilities

Subchapter 5. Certification Requirements for Staff

e §6A:11-5.1 Certification
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=72a1ee62-8e61-4f8a-b881-273327aaa105&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.5+Charter+appeal+process&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PW91-F7ND-G2J3-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=72a1ee62-8e61-4f8a-b881-273327aaa105&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAF&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAF&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.5+Charter+appeal+process&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PW91-F7ND-G2J3-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=db371dab-eb03-4df9-9fed-7fe80e208ee4&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAG&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAG&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.6+Amendment+to+charter&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PW91-K0BB-S3H7-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ba35eb65-8d8a-40fc-a5cd-f0c23bcaed78&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAH&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAH&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.7+Nonpublic+conversion+charter+schools%3B+applicable+law&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PW91-K0BB-S3VH-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
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https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=9c0ce00f-314c-4254-b81d-e8cdc8f2460c&nodeid=AAJAAPAADAAI&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAJ%2FAAJAAP%2FAAJAAPAAD%2FAAJAAPAADAAI&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+6A%3A11-2.8+Eligibility+of+a+nonpublic+school+to+convert+to+a+charter+school&config=00JAA1YTg5OGJlYi04MTI4LTRlNjQtYTc4Yi03NTQxN2E5NmE0ZjQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2ftaXPxZTR7bRPtX1Jok9kz&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fadministrative-codes%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5XKV-PW91-JKPJ-G0NY-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=176687c1-e8c6-449f-878f-ecaa4c7eac54
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Subchapter 6. Streamline Tenure

e §6A:11-6.1 Tenure acquisition

e §6A:11-6.2 Acquisition of streamline tenure

e §6A:11-6.3 Process for tenure disputes

o §6A:11-6.4 Appeals of tenure dispute

Resources

e National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA)
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