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Maryland 
 
Charter Schools 
 
Maryland charter schools are public schools operated by independent nonprofit 
organizations. The local board of education awards the charter, granting the school more 
operational autonomy than non-charter (traditional) public schools. Public charter schools are 
tuition-free and open to all students. The Maryland State Department of Education provides 
support and guidance to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) engaged in authorizing public charter 
schools and charter school operators. 
 
Review the Maryland Alliance of Public Charter Schools website. 
 
Review the September 23, 2024 workgroup meeting presentation. 
 
Steps to Start a Charter School  
 
The first step in creating a charter school is to register as a corporation.  This is usually a non-
profit LLC.  Register with your state’s Division of Corporations. 
 
If you are planning to operate as a non-profit, you will need to obtain your IRS Non-Profit status 
by submitting IRS Form 1023. 
 
Maryland Charter Law 
 
Local Educa�on Agency Charter School Liaisons 
 
In Maryland, LEAs authorize charter schools. LEAs manage the application, renewal, 
and revocation/closure processes in a similar manner to traditional nonpublic schools, while 
honoring the autonomy in the respective charter agreements. Visit our Liaison page for details. 
 
Contact: 
Carol Beck 
Director, Office of School Innovations 
Office: (410) 767-3678 
carol.beck@maryland.gov 

https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/pages/charter-schools/index.aspx
https://mdcharters.org/start-a-school
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/MD-Public-Charter-School-Presentation-2024-09-23-A.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/applying-for-tax-exempt-status
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/MD-CODE-Ed-Art-9-101-2024-A.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/liaisons.aspx
mailto:carol.beck@maryland.gov
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Charter Applications per LEA 
 
Applica�on 

• Application Guide 
 
 
New Charter School Applica�on Packages by LEA 
 

Anne Arundel Frederick Prince George's 

Baltimore City Garrett St. Mary's 

Baltimore County Harford Queen Anne's 

Carroll Howard Washington 

Cecil Montgomery Wicomico 

Charles 

  

 
Examples 
 

• National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA) Core Resources 

o Application Process and Decision-Making 

o Charter School Application 

o Application Evaluation Criteria 

o Charter School Applicant Interviewer Guidance 
 

Statues and Rules 
 

• Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) includes the 13A - State Board of Education 
• Maryland State Statutes 

• §9-102: Definition of Charter School 

• §9-102.1: Lottery Military Waiver 

• §9-102.2: Lottery Provisions 

• §9-102.3: Converted Charter School Waiver 

• §9-104: Application Submittal 

• §9-104.1: Eligible Public Charter School 

• §9-105: Staff Certifications 

https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/liaisons.aspx
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/CharterSchoolApplicationGuide.pdf
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1081
https://apps.fcps.org/legal/documents/400-84
https://www.pgcps.org/offices/public-charter-schools/new-charter-school-application-process-and-timeline
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/opening-and-operating-charter-school
https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/garrett/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AQSP8Z5F6883
https://www.smcps.org/dci
http://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/bcps/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BXFU2A7634AA
https://www.hcps.org/schools/charter/default.aspx
https://www.qacps.org/high-school-resources/
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1645129581/carrollk12org/ckzyq90b9zbjmciovoqs/CCPSCharterSchoolApp_For_Schools_Opening_2019.pdf
https://policy.hcpss.org/10000/10040/implementation/
https://wcpsmd.com/documents/charter-school-application-packet
https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/cecil/Board.nsf/files/BGL34V0519E2/$file/BL-EA.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/deputy/charterschools/
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3724/WCPS/3538911/WCPS_Charter_School_Application_rev_for_2024.pdf
https://www.ccboe.com/community/charter-school-application
http://www.qualitycharters.org/
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/bootcmp-1-nacsa-core-resources-application-process-and-decision-making.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/bootcmp-2-nacsa-core-resources-charter-school-application.pdf
https://www.in.gov/doe/files/bootcmp-3-nacsa-core-resources-application-evaluation-criteria.pdf
https://www.qualitycharters.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Will-a-New-Charter-School-Fail_H2_Applicant-Interviewer-Guidance.pdf
https://dsd.maryland.gov/Pages/COMARSearch.aspx#Default=%7B%22k%22%3A%22%22%2C%22r%22%3A%5B%7B%22n%22%3A%22dsdFullTitleName%22%2C%22t%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22%C7%82%C7%82737472696e673b23313341202d20537461746520426f617264206f6620456475636174696f6e%5C%22%22%5D%2C%22o%22%3A%22and%22%2C%22k%22%3Afalse%2C%22m%22%3Anull%7D%5D%2C%22l%22%3A1033%7D
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/Statutes
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102.1&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102.2&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102.2&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102.3&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-102.3&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-104&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-104&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-104.1&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-104.1&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-105&enactments=False&archived=False
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• §9-106; Waivers 

• §9-107: Public Chartering Authority 

• §9-108; Employees 

• §9-109: Commensurate Funding 

 
Resources 
 
Law & Policy 
 

• Maryland State Board of Education Decisions and Waivers 

• Maryland Charter Law 

• Eligibility for Exemptions from Local Policy, Ed. Art 9-104.1, December 2016  

• Charter School Program – Policy of the Maryland State Board of Education (2010) 

• U.S. Department of Education Charter Schools Non-Regulatory Guidance (2011)  

 
Reports & Publica�ons 
 

• Promising Practices in Maryland Charter Schools 

• Maryland Report to General Assembly - December 2023 

• Report on the Condition of Public Charter School Facilities in Maryland by the 
Interagency Commission on School Construction in consultation with the Maryland 
Alliance of Public Charter Schools 

• Charter School Performance in Maryland 2019, Center for the Research on Education 
Outcomes  

• 2014 Report on Maryland Charter Schools by University of Baltimore  

• Study of Funding Provided to Public Schools and Public Charter Schools In Maryland, 
December 2016 

 
Contacts for Local School Systems 

• Local School System Charter Contacts 

 
MSDE Guidance 

• Application Guide 

• Renewal Guide 

• Authorizer Resources page 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-106&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-106&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-107&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-107&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-108&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-108&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=ged&section=9-109&enactments=False&archived=False
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Charter-Schools/Decisions-Waivers.aspx
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/MD-CODE-Ed-Art-9-101-2024-A.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/MD%20Charter%20Eligibility%20FINAL%202017_01_20.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Resources/StateBoardCharterSchoolPolicy2010.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/2011_CSP_NonregulatoryGuidance.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Resources/PromisingPractices_MDCharterSchools.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/ReportsData/MDCharterSchools2023.pdf
https://iac.mdschoolconstruction.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Report-on-the-Condition-of-Public-Charter-School-Facilities.pdf
https://credo.stanford.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2019_md_state_report_final_20190626_web.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/CharterSchoolReport12172014.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/StudyFundingProvidedPublicSchoolsPublicCharterSchoolsMD122016.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/StudyFundingProvidedPublicSchoolsPublicCharterSchoolsMD122016.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/CharterLiaisons.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/CharterSchoolApplicationGuide.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/CharterRenewalGuide.pdf
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/liaisons.aspx
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MSDE Subgrantee Resources 

• Grant Forms 

 
Technical Assistance 

• Maryland Alliance of Public Charter Schools 

• MSDE Guide to Charter Renewal 

 
Na�onal Links and Reports 

• Mid-Atlantic Comprehensive Center at WestEd, Identifying Promising Practices in 
Charter Schools: A Framework for an Evidence-Based Approach 

• National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 

• National Association of Charter School Authorizers 

• National Center for Special Education in Charter Schools 

• National Charter Schools Institute 

• National Charter School Resource Center 

• National Network for District Authorizing 

• US Department of Education 

https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/OFPOS/GAC/GrantPrograms/index.aspx
https://mdcharters.org/
https://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Charter-Schools/Liaisons/MSDECharterRenewalGuide.pdf
https://www.wested.org/
https://www.wested.org/resources/promising-practices-in-charter-schools/
https://www.wested.org/resources/promising-practices-in-charter-schools/
http://www.publiccharters.org/
http://www.qualitycharters.org/
http://www.ncsecs.org/
http://nationalcharterschools.org/
https://charterschoolcenter.ed.gov/
https://nn4da.org/
http://www.ed.gov/
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